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Dear Editor, 

in the present study we assessed land use effects on river habitat and sediment quality along a larger tropical river and its main tributaries (Rio das Mortes, MG). To our knowledge, this is the first time that the German Habitat Assessment Survey System has been adapted and applied to a tropical river basin. The application of this assessment system allows for a comprehensive and holistic evaluation of land use impacts on river habitat quality and clearly evidenced the need for riparian buffer protection in tropical river catchments affected by agriculture and urbanization. We believe that this manuscript would be of great interest to the readers of AMBIAGUA and will contribute to the popularization of integrated river habitat assessment in Brazil.  
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